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   Meeting Minutes 

September 14, 2015 

Host:  Sunoco Logistics 
 
Meeting Location:  Delaware State Fire School – New Castle Branch 2311 MacArthur Drive, New Castle, DE 19702 
                                                         
The July 13, 2015 meeting of the LEPC for New Castle County was held on the above noted date and place.   
 
Meeting called to order at 2:30 PM by Chairman Irwin.  
 
SERC Approved LEPC Member Attendees (24): 
 
Jeff Backus - DuPont     David Irwin – Chairman, LEPC for NCC 

Bob Barrish – Citizen     William Kelly – Sunoco Logistics 

Kim Bennett – Formosa Plastics    Lynn Krueger – Duffield Associates 

John Cartier –NCC Council     Ming Lau – Del DPH 

Joe Cochran – NCC OEM    Joseph Leonetti – St. Francis Hospital 

Russ Davis- Honeywell Fluorine Products  Mark Lucy - Miller Environmental 

Mark Dolan – DNREC/NCCIHMRA   Bill McCracken – Public  

Robert Fox – Del SFM     Jake Morente –Vice-chairman, LEPC NCC 

Mike Gladle – U of D     Joe Rubin - WSFS 

Babak Golgolab –Community Rep. /DRBA  Pat Smythe – American Red Cross  

Mark Hanson – DuPont     Al Stein - Citizen 

Wayne Hopkins -DuPont    John Verdi -BASF   

 

A quorum (18) was present.  

 

Other Attendees: 

Ken Cenci – DNREC     Lisa Morris - DOJ 

George Giles – City of Wilmington    Robert Roop - GES 

William Hitchcock – Industry    Erich Schuller – DNREC Emergency Response 

Heather Hudson - Del DPH      
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Call to Order:    Chairman Irwin called the meeting to order at 2:32 PM.  He welcomed everyone to the meeting 
and thanked them for taking time out of their busy schedule to attend the meeting.      He also thanked William 
Kelly of Sunoco Logistics for hosting the meeting.   Introduction of attendees were then conducted. 
 
 

1. Approval of the Agenda:   
Chairman Irwin requested a motion to approve the agenda.  A motion to accept the agenda was made by 
Mark Dolan and seconded by Al Stein.   Motion was passed unanimously.  
  

2. Meeting Minutes Approval: 
Chairman Irwin requested a motion to approve the July 13, 2015 minutes.   Chairman Irwin noted that D. 
Carpenter needed to be added to the attendee list.  A motion to approve the minutes as amended was made 
by Bob Barrish and seconded by Mike Gladle.  Motion was passed unanimously. 

 
3. Committee Reports: 

 

a. Finance: 
Chairman Irwin reported expenditures since the last meeting for LEPC staff service fees were 
$13,333.34.  FY 2016 budget balance as of September 1st is $74,257.66  

 

b. I. T. Committee:  
Committee Chairman McCracken reported the SERC IT Committee met Wednesday September 2nd 

at the DSFS in Dover. Items discussed were: 

 Enhancements to Delaware’s web-based EPCRA reporting system,  

 Updates of SERC/LEPC web pages,  

 Evaluation of committee membership,  

 Review & endorsement of the annual performance report 

 Review & clarification of the records retention policy 

 Prepare for publication of annual community outreach advertisements 

 
 

c. DECON: 
Committee Chairman Joe Leonetti reported the New Castle County Special Operations 
Hazmat/Decon team responded to the following: 
 

 June 30, 2015 – 41 Fairway Road, Newark, Odor in the building with sick people. 
Determined to be pepper spray that was intentionally sprayed into the HVAC System. 

 July 22, 2015 – Newark Fire Station 8, training and demonstration with the Newark Fire 
Dept. 

 July 30, 2015 – 502 Blackbird Forrest Road, Townsend – Chemical Suicide 

 Aug. 6, 2015 – Marsh and Edgemoor Road – County PD officer feeling effects from a 
package with an unknown substance. Powder was determined to be 
methamphetamine.  

 
   

d.  Training - NCCIHMRA: 
 

       Committee Chairman Mark Dolan reported:  
The New Castle County Industrial Hazardous Materials Response Alliance Training Committee 
did not conduct any training sessions between the July 13th, 2015 and the September 14th, 
2015 LEPC for NCC meetings.   

 
The remaining 2015 NCCIHMRA Training Schedule (three hours of training) is as follows:    
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(1) Training Session V => Live-burn field training utilizing the DNREC Red Dragon flaring 
towers and thermal imaging cameras, plus hazmat branch individual position roles, 
responsibilities & checklists to be conducted at the Delaware State Fire School New Castle 
Center on Tuesday, September 22nd and repeated on Thursday, September 24th, 05:30 pm – 
08:30 pm (3 hours).   
 
(2) Fourteenth Annual NCCIHMRA Planning and Training Meeting => Wednesday, November 
4th, 05:30 pm – 09:00 pm at the Elsmere Fire Company Station 16.   
 
 
The NCCIHMRA Training Committee has scheduled Committee Meeting #40 for Tuesday, 
October 6th from 05:00 pm to 06:30 pm at Mill Creek Fire Company Station 21 to complete the 
following objectives: (a) logistics planning for the November 4th

 
NCCIHMRA Annual Planning 

and Training Meeting; and (b) draft of the NCCIHMRA CY2016 training program. 
 

e.  Transportation Committee: 
   

Committee Chairman Al Stein reported; 

 The complete replacement of the unauthorized Mc Kenzie valves has been  
    delayed until December 31. 

 The regulations for the transportation of crude oil and other hazardous materials 
     is being subject to court actions. 

 The FRA announced the final rule to prevent unattended trains from rolling away. 

 The rule requirements include: 
 A qualified and trained employee to properly secure the equipment and      

verification of the securement.  
 Additional communication, including job briefings among crew members  

responsible for the train securement. 
 Properly install and utilized exterior locks on locomotives 
 The setting of sufficient handbrakes 
 Removal of the train reverser 
 The proper use of train air brakes.    

The rule applies to trains carrying any poisonous or toxic by inhalation hazardous materials 
and trains carrying 20 or more of high hazard flammable materials. 

 
 

4. Tier II Reports: 
   

No Report   
 
5. SERC/DEMA Activities: 

 
No Report  

 
6. Staff Reports: 

 
JAKE MORENTE –  
 

SERC & Tier II   
7/20/15 Completed/Submitted SERC IT Sub-committee Tier II Manager Use and 

Distribution survey 
9/2/2015 SERC IT Committee Meeting – Dover 
9/4/2015 Reviewed/Comments DNREC’s Tier II Manager first responder survey  
9/9/2015 SERC Meeting – Dover 
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Site Assessments & Plan Reviews:    (2 Completed)   - Reports Completed and Mailed 
 8/13/15 FMC  (Newark)   2 Suggestions/Enhancements  
 8/14/15 Burris Logistics  (New Castle)  4 Suggestions/Enhancements 
 
Outreach:  

 Continuing to develop 2015’s Fire Company Open House Schedule 

 Distributed Resident Awareness & Emergency Preparedness Brochures  

o 7/29/2015 Claymont Senior and Community Center (100 brochures) 

o 8/3/2015 New Castle County Airport (150 brochures) 

o 8/3/2015 Rose Hill (New Castle) Senior and Community Center (100 brochures) 

o 8/3/2015 Rose Hill Boys & Girls Club (New Castle) (100 brochures) 

o 8/5/2015 City of Newark Municipal Building  (250 brochures) 

o 8/26/2015 Planning meeting with BASF – to discuss Tabletop Exercise  

 

Fire Service Liaison:  
7/26/2015 Met with two County Fire Chief’s to discuss their interest of Tier II Manager for fire 

district pre-planning 
 
8/6/2015 Attended NCC Fire Chief’s meeting at Talleyville Fire Company 

9/10/2015 Attended NCC Firefighter’s Association meeting   

 
NCCIHMRA & Training:    
8/13/2015 #1 Hazmat Training Workshop Planning Meeting – Mill Creek Fire Company  
9/9/2015 #2 Hazmat Training Workshop Planning Meeting – Bridgeline  
 
 
 

DAVID IRWIN – 
 
SERC Activities: 

  

 Participated in the September 9
th

 SERC meeting.  

 Participated in the SERC Planning & Training Committee meeting (8/28).  

 Participated in the SERC DECON Committee meetings (8/28). 

 Chaired one SERC Information & Technology Committee meetings (9/2).  

 Chaired two 9
th

 Annual HazMat Workshop Planning Committee meetings hosted by Mill 
Creek Fire Company (8/13 & 9/9). 

 Participated in a meeting with Dr. Allen Zaremski, head of rail safety research at the U of D 
to discuss freight rail safety (8/5). 

 Participated in a meeting with OSHA Area Director Erin G. Patterson to discuss OSHA’s 
role during an incident (8/28). 

 Prepared and submitted in a timely manner the LEPC Quarterly Performance Report. 

 Prepared and submitted in a timely manner the LEPC for NCC FY 2015 Annual 
Performance Report. 

 Prepared and submitted in a timely manner the LEPC for NCC FY 2016 Proposed 
Membership List. 

 

Emergency Response Plan Reviews and Facility Visits: 

 Accompanied DNREC ARP and Kent LEPC consultant on facility inspection. 
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Exercise Status:  

 Successful in obtaining HMEP Grant funds to complete full scale exercise video. 

 Worked with videographer to develop exercise video script and schedule videotaping of 
key stakeholders.  
 

NCCIHMRA: 

 Working with Training Coordinator to develop 2016 training program.  

 Secured HMEP funding to cover propane cost for upcoming training. 
 

Outreach Initiatives: 

 Represented LEPC at four CAP meetings, Delaware City Refining (7/14, 8/11, 9/8), Croda 
(9/2). 

 Represented LEPC at the Sussex (9/10), Kent (7/14) and Wilmington (9/11) LEPC meetings. 

 Represented the LEPC at the July 16
th

 DC CAER Group meeting hosted by DCRC. 

 Represented the LEPC at August 21
st

 USCG Sector Delaware Bay Area Security 
Committee meeting. 

 
Additional Activities: 

 Appointed TRANSCAER Co-coordinator for state of Delaware 

 Participated in NASTTPO LEPC survey development teleconference (8/28).  

 Attended two New Castle County Council Public Safety Committee meetings (7/14, 9/8).     

 Produced and published the July 13
th

 LEPC meeting minutes. 

 Produced and published the August 13
th

 9
th

 Annual HazMat Training Workshop Planning 
Committee meeting minutes. 

 Developed LEPC 2016 meeting schedule. 

 Discussion with DAG regarding Public versus Private Meeting requirements. 

 Documented nine reportable release reports in accordance with EPA regulations. 
 
 

7. Old Business: 
a. HazMat Drill Video Status - Chairman Irwin reported that he was successful in getting an HMEP 

Grant to complete the project.  The project will be completed by September 30, 2015. 
b. 9th Annual HazMat Training Workshop – Chairman Irwin reported that the 2016 program is almost 

finalized.   He also reported that the Planning Committee is on track for issuing a “Save The Date” 
notice in October and launch the registration process the week of January 4, 2016.   

    
8. New Business: 

a. Annual Review of LEPC HazMat Plan – Chairman Irwin reported that in accordance with SARA 
Title III Section 303 [42 U.S.C. 11003 (a)] he completed the LEPC for NCC’s annual review of the 
LEPC for NCC Hazardous Material Response Plan.   No substantive changes were made to the body 
of the Plan.   Verified and updated, as appropriate, contact information throughout the Plan. Plan 
was distributed to appropriate state and county agencies.   

b. LEPC for NCC FY 2015 Performance Report - Chairman Irwin reported that the report was sent out 
with the meeting notice on September 4th.  He asked if there were any questions on the report.  
There were no questions. 

c. FY 2016 Membership List - Chairman Irwin explained the process that was used to develop the FY 
2016 membership list for SERC approval.  The criteria used to determine voting membership was 
based on attendance of three or more LEPC meetings over the past twelve months.    Non-voting 
membership was based on attendance of up to two meetings over the past twelve months.  All 
other individual were placed on the LEPC mailing list.    Using these criteria we have 34 voting and 
21 non-voting members. 
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d. LEPC reports – 
No reports 

9. Presentations: 
William Kelly, Senior Manager – Emergency Services, provided an excellent overview of the 
current activity at the Marcus Hook facility and business plans  
    

10. Any Other Business:    
a. Chairman Irwin explained that it was time to start thinking about hosts for the 2016 meetings.  He 

requested if anyone was interested in hosting a meeting he would have a sign-up sheet available 
after the meeting.   Below are the meeting hosts for 2016: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

b. Vice-chairman Morente – Explained that Katrina has provided an LEPC group discount for 
October’s Emergency Preparedness and Hazmat Response Conference.   Anyone interested in 
attending the conference from October 20-23, 2015 at the Valley Forge, Pa, Radison Hotel should 
contact Jake. 

c. Joe Cochran announced that the County’s “Facility Smart 911” module is now operational. 
d. Councilman Cartier informed the group that a public meeting will be held in the near future to 

discuss the closing of the Chemours Edge Moor site. 
11. Adjourn: 

Motion to adjourn made by Bob Barrish, 2nd by Kim Bennett.  Meeting adjourned at 3:42 PM. 
 
 

Next Meeting:     Monday, November 9, 2015, at 2:30 PM 
 

Location:     Delaware State Fire School 
   New Castle Location 

2311 MacArthur Drive 
New Castle, DE 19720 

 
Host:          Delaware City Refining Company 

  
Prepared and submitted by Chairman David Irwin on October 19, 2015 

# DATE HOST COMPANY CONTACT 

1. January 11th DuPont Stine Haskell Research 
Center 

Jeff Backus 
 

    

2. March 14 Miller Environmental Group Mark Lucy 
 

    

3. May 9 Formosa Plastics Kim Bennett 
 

    

4. July 11 DuPont Experimental Station Mark Hansen 
 

    

5. September 12 Sunoco Logistics William Kelly 
 

    

6. November 14 BASF John Verdi 


